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Course Timeline
PVOL101: Solar Electric Design and Installation (Grid-Direct)

You can log in at any time (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) to work on or complete this course. Each lesson plan outlines the materials and assignments that need to be completed in order to finish the lesson. Materials include watching lesson presentations, reading textbook chapters, articles, and web pages related to the topic. Assignments include exercises, quizzes (graded), and graded assignments.

Although the course is considered self-paced, we strongly encourage you to keep up with the following suggested schedule in order to avoid falling behind. The lessons get progressively more difficult, so please don’t leave everything to the last minute!

	Week One: April 27-May 3
	Lesson 1: Introduction

	Due: End of Week One
	Graded Assignment #1: Introductions

	Week One: April 27-May 3
	Lesson 2: Components and System Configurations

	Week One: April 27-May 3
	Lesson 3: Basics of Electricity

	Week Two: May 4-10
	Lesson 4: Demand, PV Production, and Incentives

	Week Two: May 4-10
	Lesson 5: PV Modules

	Week Two: May 4-10
	Lesson 6: PV Module Performance

	Week Two: May 4-10
	Lesson 7: Meter Testing, Series and Parallel

	Week Three: May 11-17
	Lesson 8: Site Analysis and Solar Resource

	Due: End of Week Three
	Graded Assignment #2: Site Analysis

	Week Three: May 11-17
	Lesson 9: PV Mounting

	Week Three: May 11-17
	Lesson 10: Grounding

	Week Four: May 18-24
	Lesson 11: Inverters

	Week Four: May 18-24
	Lesson 12: Grid-direct Inverters

	Week Four: May 18-24
	Lesson 13: Grid-direct System Sizing

	Due: End of Week Four
	Graded Assignment #3: Energy Estimate & Basic Cost Analysis

	Week Five: May 25-31
	Lesson 14: Conductors and Wiring

	Week Five: May 25-31
	Lesson 15: Disconnects and Overcurrent Protection

	Week Six: June 1-7
	Lesson 16: Safe Practices and Commissioning

	Week Six: June 1-7
	Course Wrap-up

	Weeks 7-8
	Instructorless course materials review-only period



The graded assignments are an important way to assess your understanding of the course materials and get personal feedback from your instructors. Please submit them in sequence, as you are completing the curriculum for the corresponding lesson. Keeping up with the suggested schedule above will keep you current with the class discussions and help prevent you from falling behind with the course work. Please refer to the Course Overview and Syllabus for the official details about how the course is structured and when it ends.
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