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Main Campus  
12214 W. Lakeshore Drive 

Brimley, MI 49715 
 

906-248-3354 

866-967-2622 (toll free) 

906-248-3351 (fax) 
 

www.BMCC.EDU 
 

 

 

Business Hours 
Monday-Friday 

8:00 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Admissions Office 
906-248-8422 

 

 

 

Registrarôs Office 
906-248-8424 

 

 

 

Financial Aid Office 
906-248-8437 

906-248-8477 

 

 

Library 
906-248-8418 

 

 

 

Student Services  
906-248-8456 

 

 

 

TRiO Student  

Support Services 
906-248-8427 

 

http://www.bmcc.edu/


                                Bay Mills Community College  2022-2023 Addendum Catalog                                             2 

 

 
 

 

Boozhoo, 
 

Welcome to Bay Mills Community College (BMCC) and Gnoozhekaaning (The Place of the Pike) 

also known as the Bay Mills Indian Community. Whether you are a first-time college student or 

a transfer student, the decision to work toward a college degree at BMCC is an important life 

decision that will allow you to continue to reach your life goals. Not only will you learn about 

the subject that interests you, but you will also learn so much about yourself as you navigate 

through your collegiate studies. 
 

Bay Mills Community College offers several programs that are designed to help you enter the 

workforce and/or transfer to a four-year institution. Furthermore, BMCC is focused on its 

mission to offer a student-centered learning environment by providing several free services 

through the student affairs department. The faculty and staff are always available to answer 

any questions you may have. If they do not know the answer, they will help you find it by 

putting you in contact with the appropriate department or person. Finally, the Presidentôs office 

has an open-door policy for any questions you may have. 
 

Take a look at our catalog to learn more about the programs offered at BMCC. We look 

forward to helping you enroll and seeing you on campus. 
 

Chi Miigwech, 

 
Duane A. Bedell 

President 
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Equal Opportunity  Insti tution 

 

Bay Mills Community College is an equal opportunity college.  Discrimination on the basis of religion, 

race, color, national origin, age, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, disability, or any other category 

protected by law is prohibited. 

 

Disclaimer 

  

Every effort has been made to include in this publication information which, at the time of printing, is 

accurate.  However, the contents of this publication are not to be regarded as an irrevocable contract 

between the students and Bay Mills Community College. 

 

Bay Mills Community College reserves the right to make changes in its programs, policies, rules, 

regulations, procedures, tuition, fees, organizational structure, faculty and staff through appropriate 

college process.  In the event action is taken, students affected will be advised of the options available for 

them to complete their degrees.  Reasonable effort will be made to permit students to complete their 

intended program or a comparable alternative. 

 

Notice of Nondiscrimination 

 

Bay Mills Community College and its Board of Regents are committed to providing a non-discriminatory 

and harassment-free educational and working environment for all members of the Bay Mills Community 

College, including students, faculty, administrators, staff, and visitors.  It is the policy of the College that 

no person shall be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 

otherwise be subjected to discrimination, including harassment, in employment and admissions, in 

education, or in any program or activity for which the College is responsible, on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, ancestry, sex, gender, gender identification, sexual orientation, disability, age, religion, 

medical condition, veteran status, marital status or any other characteristic protected by institutional 

policy or tribal or federal law. 

 

It is the responsibility of each student to be aware of and understand  

Bay Mills Community College regulations as published. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION  
 

Bay Mills Community College (BMCC) is located on the southeastern shore of Lake Superior, within the Bay Mills 

Indian Community (BMIC) in Michiganôs Upper Peninsula, approximately 17 miles west of Sault Ste. Marie. As 

Michiganôs first fully accredited, tribally controlled college, BMCC meets the educational needs of a wide variety 

of students, from its remote, rural Main Campus, West Campus, Waishkey Bay Farm site, off-campus sites, and 

online courses. Control is vested in a Board of Regents, which elects the officers of the Board and establishes 

overall institutional policy. BMCC is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and is a member of the 

American Indian Higher Education Consortium. 
 

BMCC is one of three tribally controlled colleges in the State of Michigan, and the only community college in 

Michiganôs Eastern Upper Peninsula; it is committed to providing affordable, culturally relevant, accessible, and 

high-quality educational opportunities to all tribal communities in Michigan and their neighbors. BMCC is also 

committed to providing leadership in the areas of economic and community development for the Bay Mills Indian 

Community and the Eastern Upper Peninsula (EUP). As a 1994 Land Grant Institution, BMCC works closely with 

land grant partners, such as Michigan State University, to provide service and expertise to the Bay Mills Indian 

Community and the surrounding region.  
 

Accreditation 

Bay Mills Community College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC).  HLC is an independent 

corporation that was founded in 1895 as one of six regional institutional accreditors in the United States.  In 2018, 

Bay Mill s Community Collegeôs accreditation was reviewed, and this resulted in a recommendation for an 

additional 10 years.  For more information regarding accreditation, contact the Higher Learning Commission, 230 

South LaSalle St., Suite 7-500, Chicago, IL 60604 or view their website at www.hlcommission.org. 
 

College Memberships 

¶ The American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) 

¶ The American Council on Education (ACE) 

¶ The American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 

¶ The Association of Public & Land-Grant Universities (APLU) 

¶ The Michigan Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (MACRAO) 

¶ The Michigan Community College Association (MCCA) 

¶ The National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (NC-SARA) 

¶ The Online Learning Consortium (OLC) 
 

Mission and Objectives 

As a tribally controlled community college and land grant institution, the mission of Bay Mills Community College 

is to provide quality educational opportunities, promote research, and facilitate individual development in an 

accessible, community-based, and culturally diverse environment that supports and maintains the Anishinaabek 

culture and language.  

In carrying out our mission, the BMCC Board of Regents stresses a positive, student-centered atmosphere, which 

promotes preservation of the customs and beliefs of Native Americans.  The curriculum is designed to integrate 

traditional Native American values with higher education as a way of preparing students to assume responsible 

roles in their respective communities.  The objectives of the college are: 

¶ Provide the Native American communities of Michigan with educated and trained human resources. 

¶ Provide educational opportunities, including academic, research, vocational, basic skill building, cultural and 

in-service programs leading to appropriate certificates, degrees, and diplomas. 

¶ Foster a spirit of pride in Native American language, culture and history through participation in course work 

and cultural activities. 

¶ Provide a qualified, dedicated, student-centered staff and faculty. 

¶ Help students attain the necessary skills and self-esteem which will facilitate personal and career fulfillment. 

¶ Prepare and encourage all students to pursue advanced degrees. 

¶ Provide continuing and community education. 
 

http://www.hlcommission.org/
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Vision Statement 

With learning as its central mission, BMCC prepares students to become productive, self-confident, and responsible 

members of an increasingly diverse workforce by providing them with academic, technical, work and life skills 

needed for successful transfer into baccalaureate programs or directly into the workforce. By establishing itself as 

an effective partner, alongside other academic institutions, private and public sector employers, and neighboring 

communities, BMCC will ensure its long-term viability and positive impact on the Upper Great Lakes region. 

BMCC will work to ensure the viability and sustainability of the language, culture, and way of life of the 

Anishinaabe people while promoting and emphasizing life-long learning for all students.   

 

Land Grant Institution 

As outlined in the federal Equity in Educational Land Grant Status Act of 1994, Bay Mills Community College 

received designation as a Federal Land Grant Institution.  This act conferred land grant status on tribal colleges and 

authorized the establishment of an endowment to support land grant initiatives at these colleges.  Currently, there 

are 105 land grant colleges and universities designated by the original legislation enacted in 1862 and the 

subsequent 1890 and 1994 federal enactments. 

Land grant institutions follow a mandate to provide openness, accessibility, and service to communities.  Many land 

grant institutions are among the ranks of the most distinguished public research institutions. 

 

Alcohol/Drug Free Campus Policy 

All persons entering BMCC must comply with the Alcohol/Drug Free Campus Policy as required by Public Law 

101-226, "The Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendments of 1989.ò 

No person may bring, keep, or drink alcoholic beverages on college premises or at college functions.  Possession of 

stimulants, depressants, narcotics, or hallucinogenic drugs, including marijuana and other agents having potential 

for abuse, is strictly prohibited. Drugs prescribed by a physician must be in the original container in which they 

were received from the pharmacist.  Any person found to be possessing, using, or distributing such drugs or alcohol 

will be subject to disciplinary action, which could include prosecution for violation of tribal, state, or federal law 

(See Student Conduct Code for BMCC Substance Abuse Prevention Policy). 

 

Campus Safety and Security 

BMCC is committed to maintaining a safe and secure campus for its students, staff, and visitors.  The college 

publishes an annual report, which details any crimes reported on campus. Identities of victims and suspects are not 

revealed in these documents.  The annual crime report is available on the Bay Mills Community College website 

located at  www.bmcc.edu.  

 

Students with Disabilities 

BMCC is committed to accommodating persons with disabilities.  The college adheres to the standards and 

guidelines set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act. Students with documented disabilities must contact the 

Student Services Specialist to receive assistance and accommodations. In addition, BMCC contracts with Michigan 

Rehabilitation Services to provide a broader range of services.  The campus is also barrier-free with accessible 

entrances and exits.  Handicap accessible parking is available and clearly identified. 

 

Sexual Harassment Policy 

It is the policy of Bay Mills Community College to maintain a place of employment and education that is free of 

harassment in general and especially of harassment that is sexual in nature. 

Sexual harassment, as summarized by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (E.E.O.C.), includes 

unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical conduct or communication of 

a sexual nature. Anyone in violation of this policy is subject to disciplinary action and legal sanctions. 

 

http://www.bmcc.edu/
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ENROLLMENT INFORMATION  
 

Admissions 

Bay Mills Community College has an open admissions policy for students of any race, creed, color, and national or 

ethnic origin. High school transcripts or GED scores are required of all applicants seeking admission as regular 

students in degree and certificate programs. Students without a high school diploma can be admitted as Special 

Status Students. Special Status Students are required to complete their GED or high school diploma within one 

year.  Applicants seeking admission to special programs may be admitted without a transcript. These special 

programs may include, but are not limited to, skill-upgrading classes, Native American studies, creative arts 

programs, adult basic education programs, etc.  

Applications for admission should be made as far in advance as possible. 

 

Admissions Procedures 

Bay Mills Community College requires the student to: 

¶ Visit our website www.bmcc.edu and complete the Online Admissions Application. 

¶ Arrange for an official high school or GED transcript to be mailed directly from the issuing institution to 

BMCCôs Admissions Office. It must bear the seal of the institution and signature or stamp of the school 

official.  Faxed copies are not accepted. 

¶ Submit a copy of your tribal ID or verification of tribal membership from your tribal enrollment office, or 

Canadian certificate of Indian status, if applicable.  If you are not an enrolled tribal/band member but one 

of your biological parents is a tribal/band member, please submit:  a copy of your parentôs tribal I.D. or 

verification of tribal membership from the Tribal Enrollment Clerk or a Canadian Certificate of Indian 

Status, and a copy of your birth certificate and your parentsô marriage license or other documentation if the 

tribal I.D. and birth certificate have different names. 

¶ All newly admitted students must schedule and complete the BMCC placement test. This test may be 

waived if documentation is provided of previous testing, or by college transcripts showing a ñCò or better 

was achieved in mathematics, English, and computer science courses. The results of the placement tests are 

used for advising purposes only and will not affect admission status. To schedule an appointment, please 

call 866-967-2622.  Students enrolled in any certificate of completion program or the PANE program are 

not required to take the placement exam unless the student enrolls in a class outside the spectrum of the 

specified program. 

 

Registration 

Registration at Bay Mills Community College is conducted in advance of each new semester and is advertised in 

most media outlets. New students are required to complete all admissions procedures and participate in placement 

testing prior to registration. 
 

During the registration period, representatives from the Registrar's Office, Financial Aid Office, Student Services 

Office, and all academic departments are available for consultation. During summer registration, academic advisors 

may not be available; however, other academic staff will be available for assistance.  Students must complete the 

following steps in order to register for classes: 
 

¶ Complete and submit all registration material provided by the Admissions Office. 

¶ Meet with the Financial Aid Office to clarify your financial aid status. 

¶ Meet with the Student Accounts Manager to determine the total cost of tuition and fees for which you are 

responsible and make arrangements for payment of such costs if not seeking financial aid.  

¶ Meet with an assigned academic advisor or academic staff for scheduling assistance and schedule approval. 
 

http://www.bmcc.edu/
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Placement Testing 

Placement testing determines where you begin in your mathematics, English, and computer science coursework.  

Placement testing may allow you to bypass basic courses, saving you time and money. If you need a refresher 

course for mathematics, English or computer science, your placement will ensure that you start at the appropriate 

level course.  Your placement in mathematics, English, and computer science courses at BMCC will be determined 

by SAT or ACT scores, previous college courses youôve taken, or with a placement exam less than three years old. 

 

Determining your Placement 
ENGLISH 

1. ACT scores (less than 3 years old) of 18+ in English and Reading allows for placement into EN111 

2. SAT scores (less than 3 years old) of 480+ in Evidence-Based Reading and Writing allows for placement 

into EN111 

3. Students whose ACT or SAT scores do not place them into EN111 must take the placement exam to 

determine appropriate placement 

4. Transfer credits in English from another college must be reviewed by the BMCC Registrar and Department 

Chair.  

5. Students with English credit who wish to pursue further English courses may do so if their pre-requisite 

courses are not more than three years old. If the studentôs English prerequisite courses are more than three 

years old, the student must take the departmental exam or the English placement exam to determine 

eligibility for prospective English course enrollment.  

6. Students may enroll in EN219 or EN256 if their completed EN112 course (or equivalent) is more than three 

years old.  

MATHEMATICS 

1. ACT scores (less than 3 years old) of 21+ in mathematics allows for placement into MA116 or MA206 

2. SAT scores (less than 3 years old) of 530+ in mathematics allows for placement into MA116 or MA206 

3. Students whose ACT or SAT scores do not place them into MA116 or MA206 must take the Accuplacer 

exam to determine appropriate placement 

4. Transfer credits in mathematics from another college must be reviewed by the BMCC Registrar and 

Department Chair.  

5. Students with mathematics credit who wish to pursue further mathematics courses at BMCC may do so if 

their pre-requisite courses are not more than three years old. If the studentôs mathematics prerequisite 

courses are more than three years old, the student must take the departmental exam or the mathematics 

placement exam to determine eligibility for prospective mathematics course enrollment.  

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

BMCC requires all incoming students to take the computer science placement exam to ensure that students are 

placed where they will be successful, unless the student has computer science transfer credit less than five (5) 

years old. If your computer science courses were taken five (5) or more years ago, you may be required to take 

the placement exam.  

PROGRAM EXEMPTIONS 

Students do not need to take the placement exam if their program of study is Anishinaabemowin Pane 

Program, Certificate of Completion ï Corrections, Certificate of Completion ï Construction, Certificate of 

Completion ï Early Childhood Education, Certificate of Completion ï Medical Coding & Billing, and 

Certificate of Completion ï Emergency Medical Technician. 

 

Orientation 

All  new and transfer students are encouraged to participate in orientation activities. Orientation is held each 

semester as part of the registration process. The session features orientation to the college and an opportunity to 

meet other students, faculty and staff. 
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GED 

Consolidated Community School Services (CCSS) provides GED test preparation on campus.  The GED test is a 

four-subject high school equivalency test that measures skills required by high schools and requested by colleges 

and employers. The four subjects are Science, Social Studies, Mathematical Reasoning, and Reasoning through 

Language Arts. 

 

Transfer Credit to BMCC 

Bay Mills Community College will accept transfer credits from regionally accredited institutions within the 

following guidelines: 

¶ An evaluation wil l only be conducted from an official transcript.  An official transcript bears the appropriate 

signatures and seals and can be mailed directly from the issuing institution to BMCC or sent as an e-

transcript through Parchment.com.  

¶ Students must submit a request to the Registrarôs office for transcripts to be evaluated. Students are advised 

to submit transcripts for evaluation at least one week prior to course registration. 

¶ Courses completed with a ñCò grade (2.0) or higher will be accepted with the exception of certain English, 

mathematics, and computer courses. These are addressed in the following sections. 

¶ Computer science courses that are more than five years old will be accepted only with the studentôs 

successful completion of a departmental exam. 

¶ Mathematics and English courses taken by students transferring in or returning to BMCC will be accepted 

and correlated to a BMCC course according to content by the Registrar. Students who have attained a 

bachelorôs degree may be exempt from the departmental exam requirement.  

¶ Students with mathematics or English credit who wish to pursue further mathematics or English courses may 

do so if their prerequisite courses are not more than three years old. If the studentôs mathematics or English 

prerequisite courses are more than three years old, the student must take the departmental exam or the BMCC 

mathematics or English placement exam to determine eligibility for prospective mathematics or English 

course enrollment. Students with mathematics or English credit three years or older are recommended to meet 

with the respective Department Chair for advisement. 

¶ Courses which are not equivalent to BMCC courses, but are in a comparable discipline, may be accepted as 

elective credits. 

¶ Transfer of courses at the 300-400 level must be approved by the respective Department Chair.  

¶ Courses similar in title to those offered by BMCC at the 300-400 level shall not receive specific course credit 

if taken at the 100-200 level at another institution. However, general course credit may be awarded. 

¶ Credits, not grades, are transferred for ñCò or better courses.  Grades from transfer courses are not included 

when calculating the BMCC cumulative grade point average (GPA). 

¶ Transfer credits will be shown on the studentôs academic record and wil l be counted when determining 

satisfactory academic progress for federal financial aid. 

¶ Transfer of credit toward certificate programs will be limited to 15 credits, associate degree programs will be 

limited to 30 credits, and bachelorôs degree programs will be limited to 60 credits.  Certificate of completion 

programs are not eligible for transfer of credit. 

 

Dual Enrollment Program 

BMCC participates in the State of Michiganôs Postsecondary Enrollment Option Act (PSEOA) by offering dual 

enrollment to qualified students who are eligible to enroll in postsecondary institutions.  This program provides an 

opportunity for high school students to earn college credit while still attending high school. Students who would 

like to pursue dual enrollment must check with their high school principal or guidance counselor for eligibility 

guidelines and dual enrollment information.  Dual enrollment is not intended to replace any high school offerings, 

and the high school superintendent or principal must sign off on the application and agree to pay the expenses for 

taking the course.  BMCC may accept students after they have completed their first semester as high school 

freshman and have maintained a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0. 
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Advanced Placement (AP) Credit 

College course credit will be granted as transfer credit to high school students who participate in the Advanced 

Placement (AP) Program and pass the Advanced Placement examinations with a score of 3, 4, or 5. Only AP 

courses approved by the Registrar and the respective BMCC Department Chair may be accepted for transfer credit. 

Advanced Placement exam scores must be sent directly to the Registrar to be evaluated for transfer credit. 

 

AP Exam Minimum 
Score 

Credits BMCC           Course 
Equivalent 

Biology 3 4 BI101 

Chemistry 3 4 CH104 

Computer Science A 3 4 CS elective 

Computer Science Principles 3 4 CS121 

English  

Language and Composition 

3 4 EN111 

English 

Literature and Composition 

3 4 EN111 

Government and Politics, US 3 4 HS212 

History, US 3 4 HS105 

Physics I: Algebra based 3 4 PS112 

Physics II: Algebra based 3 4 PS112 

Physics C: Electricity & Magnetism 3 4 PS112 

Physics C: Mechanics 3 4 PS112 

Psychology 3 4 PY101 

Statistics 3 4 MA206 

 

Social Security Privacy Policy 

It is our policy to limit access to social security numbers to those persons who use the information in the normal 

course of their employment, and their use shall be limited to activities permitted or required by federal law. These 

uses include financial transactions associated with student billing, financial aid, work study, and IRS reporting.  All 

other activities associated with the studentôs registration grade reports, etc. will be identified through the use of the 

student I.D. number.   
 

Guest Students 

Students enrolled at another institution and planning to continue at that institution may be admitted to BMCC as 

guest students. Students assume full responsibility for checking to determine that the courses taken at BMCC will 

transfer to the program of study being pursued at their home institution. 
 

Directory Information 

Bay Mills Community College considers the following items as Directory Information:  student name, curricula and 

major field of study, participation in officially recognized activities, dates of attendance, degrees, certificates and 

awards received.  BMCC may disclose any of these items without the studentôs prior written consent.  If a student 

doesnôt want the college to release any of the above information, they must inform the Admissions/Registrarôs 

office in writing by the tenth calendar day following the start of classes each semester. 



                                Bay Mills Community College  2022-2023 Addendum Catalog                                             12 

ACADEMI C INFORMATION  
 

The Academic Year 

Bay Mills Community College operates on a semester system. The fall semester begins the last week of August or 

the first week of September and is completed in December. The spring semester begins in January and ends in May. 

BMCC offers a limited summer schedule which may include accelerated courses; summer courses are offered from 

May to August.  A schedule listing hours, room numbers, and courses is published prior to each semester.  

 

Academic Advisement 

Each student enrolled at BMCC will be assigned an academic advisor who approves the studentôs course loads, 

approves changes in academic studies, and helps with academic issues. It is necessary for students to meet with an 

academic advisor every semester to get approval for courses to be taken. Students are strongly encouraged to check 

with an academic advisor during the semester to discuss their progress and any difficulties they may be 

encountering. Academic advisors are available to discuss and help solve problems students may encounter in 

achieving their educational goals, including referrals for tutoring or assistive technology. 

 

Assessment of Student Learning 

BMCC is committed to excellence in teaching and learning and is equally committed to assessment as a means of 

ensuring effective student learning.  Assessment is a continuous process of review and refinement at the course, 

program, and institutional level.  Thus, faculty and administration are engaged in ongoing assessment activities that 

measure student learning based on specific goals and objectives. The results provide regular feedback, which is 

used to strengthen instructional practices and to develop strategies for improved learning.  Students are invited to 

participate in assessment committee meetings to learn how the assessment plan works and how the results might 

benefit them.   
 

Credit Load 

To be considered full-time, a student must carry at least 12 credits; anything less is considered part-time. One credit 

or one semester hour is equal to 15 contact hours of instruction, along with the added equivalent of 30 hours of 

homework.  Students who wish to take more than 18 credits are required to receive permission from their academic 

advisor and the Vice President for Academic Affairs and to maintain a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.7.  
 

Academic Enrichment 

BMCC has an open admission policy; however, we do require all new students to take a placement test. This test 

determines the studentôs current proficiency level for the tested subject areas and will determine the courses in 

which the student will be placed to promote their academic success. Students whose test results indicate a need for 

developmental course work are admitted into the Academic Enrichment Program. In general, these students will 

enroll in a reduced number of classes during the first semester, take the necessary enrichment courses, meet with 

their academic advisors on a regular basis, make use of tutorial services, and take post tests to determine their 

increase in skill level. 

 

Departmental Examinations 

Regularly enrolled students may, in some subject areas, be able to earn credit for a course offered by the college 

through successful completion of a Departmental Examination. Students who believe they have mastered a course 

through life experience or past training may, at the discretion of the Department Chair, take the departmental 

examination, if one has been developed, in that subject area.  A fee of $50.00 per exam must be paid prior to the 

examination.  The exam will be arranged by the Department Chair when the student presents the payment receipt 

for the exam.   Departmental examinations must be completed during the first two weeks of a semester. 



                                Bay Mills Community College  2022-2023 Addendum Catalog                                             13 

An examination grade of 75% or better is required for credit to be earned: please check with the respective 

Department Chair as the minimum grade may be set higher by program. Upon successful completion of the exam, 

the Department Chair must file the completed exam with recommendations to the Vice President of Academic 

Affairs and the Registrar; upon approval, the course completion will  be entered on the studentôs transcript.  A letter 

grade is not earned through this process, and the credits are not calculated as part of the studentôs GPA.  A 

maximum of 12 credits earned by departmental exam, with a CR (credit) grade, may be applied toward an associate 

or bachelorôs degree, and a maximum of 6 credits for a certificate program.  Students should be advised that 

departmental examination credits may not transfer to another college or university. 

 

Special Projects for Credit 

Special projects may be assigned in the student's program of study. The program advisor will work with the student 

to develop a project that is of value to the student's educational or occupational goals.  Special projects in any 

program are not necessarily the same from year to year, since they are intended to meet changing conditions and 

demands. Program advisors, in consultation with the Vice President of Academic Affairs, determine the content and 

number of credits awarded for each project. Special projects for credit may be repeated. Students may not count 

more than six credits of special project courses towards fulfillment of the requirements of any associate degree. 

 

Course Substitution 

Students are expected to take the required courses in the sequence prescribed in their declared program of study.  

Occasionally, circumstances necessitate a substitution.  If this is the case, the student should consult with the 

academic advisor.  The academic advisor will complete a course substitution form, listing the required course to be 

waived, the course to be substituted, and the rationale for such action.  The substitution must then be approved by 

the Vice President of Academic Affairs and filed with the Registrar.  Substitutions are not encouraged and should 

be considered only when absolutely necessary to fulfill degree requirements. 

Students registering for mathematics courses will not be allowed to substitute the next level mathematics course 

without proving competency in the course they wish to replace.  To prove competency, students must pass a 

cumulative exam (with a minimum of 80%) on the course they wish to replace. This will NOT give credit for the 

course; it will allow the student to move to a higher level course and the test will be administered by the 

Department Chair for mathematics. 

 

Course Cancellations 

Bay Mills Community College reserves the right to cancel any scheduled course in case of insufficient enrollment. 
 

Cancellation of Classes 

Cancellation of on-campus classes due to inclement weather or other conditions will be announced by the college 

through area radio and television stations. Cancellation of all day classes will be announced before 7:00 a.m. 

Cancellation of evening classes will normally be announced before 3:00 p.m.  Cancellation of off-campus classes 

due to inclement weather will  be regulated by the specific site hosting the college course. Students should ask the 

instructor about the process at off-campus class sites and listen to media announcements for class cancellations. 

Instructors may email students in the event of illness or other circumstances that prevent them from holding class. 

Daytime and evening on-campus class cancellations due to the absence of the instructor are posted as early in the 

day of the cancellation as possible.  Missed class time will be made up. 
 

Online Courses 

Online courses provide the convenience of instruction that allows students to study from their own location and on 

their own schedule. Many of the collegeôs courses are available online, as are certificates, associate degrees, and 

bachelorôs degrees. Course work may include weekly online discussions, readings, and individual or group 

assignments. As in face-to-face courses, instructors require students to demonstrate mastery of subject area through 

exams, course projects, and research papers. 

Registration, financial aid, textbook ordering, and advisement are completed online. There is a student services 

advocate who acts as liaison between students and faculty when needed. To learn more about online courses visit 

www.BMCC.edu. 

http://www.bmcc.edu/
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Cooperative Education 

Cooperative Education at BMCC integrates academic and applied sciences for the benefit of students. Students 

contract with a site for on-the-job experience that meets their occupational goals.  The supervisor at the chosen site, 

a college representative, and the student confer in the development of the cooperative education contract which 

clearly defines the responsibilities of the site, the college, and the student. Monthly evaluations of progress by the 

site supervisor enhance the student's experience. For credit information, see the Cooperative Education 

requirements in the course description section of this catalog. 
 

Drop/Withdrawal Policy 

 Drop 

Students who officially drop from courses prior to the last day of the official drop period of the semester qualify 

for a tuition/fee refund of 100%. No refunds will be granted after the last official drop date for refund. 

To drop a course, you will need to log in to Student Records in the Empower system, the collegeôs student 

management system. To do this, visit www.BMCC.edu, click on Student Records, log in, then click on the 

Student Records tab, then click on Course Registration in Course Tools, choose your semester, then click DROP 

next to the course.  This option is only available during the ten (10) day drop period. After the drop period, you 

wil l need to officially withdraw. The Last Day to Drop dates can be found on the BMCC Academic Calendar. 

 Withdrawal  

A student finding it necessary to withdraw from courses, after the drop deadline, must complete the new 

Withdrawal Request Form available for online and on-campus students. When submitted, this form generates an 

email which is sent to the studentôs instructor, advisor, and the Registrar.  Students can find this form by visiting 

www.BMCC.edu, click on Student Records, log in, then click on the Student Records tab, then click on 

Withdrawal Request Form in Course Tools.  

Non-attendance does not constitute withdrawal. Failure to properly withdraw from your course(s) will result in 

failing grades for those course(s). Students officially withdrawing from a course after the first ten days of the 

semester will have their permanent record marked with a "W" for withdrawal. The Last Day to Withdraw dates 

can be found on the BMCC Academic Calendar. 

NOTE:  Withdrawal from college, after receiving federal financial aid funding, will result in the student 

financial aid being recalculated and the student may have to return any unearned aid. 
 

Attendance Policy 

Attendance and participation are extremely helpful in developing a thorough understanding of course material.  The 

BMCC Board of Regents has set a base attendance policy of seventy percent (70%) attendance, which is required in 

order to receive a grade of ñCò or better in the respective course.  Individual instructors, with the approval of the 

Department Chair, may set a courseôs attendance policy higher to reflect the requirements of the individual course 

and discipline of study. 
 

 

http://www.bmcc.edu/
http://www.bmcc.edu/
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Grading Policies 

The studentôs academic achievement is recorded on a scale of letter grades assigned by instructors each semester. 

The grades used by the college with the corresponding numerical values are as follows: 

Grade Significance   Grade Points 

A                 Excellent 4.0 

A-  3.7 

B+  3.3 

B  Good 3.0 

B-  2.7 

C+  2.3 

C  Average 2.0 

C-  1.7 

D+  1.3 

D  Poor 1.0 

D-  0.7 

F Failure 0.0 

W Withdrawal 0.0 

I Incomplete 0.0 

AU Audit 0.0 

P Passing 0.0 

CR Credit 0.0 

R Repeat    --- 

Z Failure (pass/fail) 0.0 

 

I (Incomplete) Students are responsible for completing the requirements of courses in which they are enrolled by 

the end of the semester. Grades of incomplete will only be given when the student has completed seventy percent 

(70%) of the course requirements to date with a passing grade, and when, in the opinion of the instructor, the 

student has a valid excuse for not completing on time and there is reasonable probability the work can be completed 

in the extension time.  If the student does not complete the course requirements by the end of the extension granted 

(no later than five weeks after the semester ends), the grade earned up to that date will be recorded.  An incomplete 

grade may affect your financial aid, and you are advised to discuss the matter with the Financial Aid Office.  

 

AU (Audit) Individuals who are interested in a particular subject and not interested in earning credit for it may 

audit the course. Listed below are the criteria for auditing a course: 

1. Students may audit courses with permission of the instructor. The course will be marked ñauditò on the 

official student grade transcript. 

2. Students auditing courses pay the same tuition and fees as those taking courses for college credit. 

3. Once students have enrolled in a course on an audit basis, they may not change their registration to a credit 

basis after the second week of the semester. 

 

P (Passing) Students enrolled in special courses/workshops may be graded on a Pass/Fail system. Credit earned 

counts toward the total required for graduation; however, it is not included in the GPA calculation. Grades issued in 

the Pass/Fail system may include only the following: ñPò for passing or ñZò for fail.  

 

CR (Credit) The grade of ñCRò is recorded for departmental exams. Credit earned counts toward the total amount 

required for graduation; however, only 12 credits of courses taken as CR (credit) may be applied toward an 

associate degree, and 6 credits may be applied toward a certificate.  Grades of CR are not included in the 

calculation of the GPA. 
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R (Repeating Courses) Any course may be repeated, but credit is granted only once.  The last grade received on a 

repeated course is used in computing the GPA, even if the last grade is lower.  However, a grade of ñWò 

(withdrawal, no credit) for the repetition of a course will not replace a previous grade in the course.  The student 

must register and pay tuition to repeat a course. 

All courses, except English and mathematics courses, completed with an A, A-, B+, B, or B- grade may NOT be 

repeated.  English and mathematics courses may be repeated if competency testing indicates need and the 

respective Department Chair has provided written approval.  All courses completed with a C grade may be repeated 

with written permission from the respective Department Chair or the Vice President of Academics.  
 

Grade Reports 

Grade reports are issued at the end of each semester of enrollment. Reports document grades, hours attempted, 

hours completed, honor points, and GPA. Grade reports will not be released to students with outstanding financial 

obligations to BMCC. 
 

Official Transcripts 

Official transcripts of a studentôs academic record will be sent to properly authorized individuals or organizations 

through our partnership with Parchment.com.  Electronic, as well as mailed printed transcripts are available with a 

valid written request from the student.  Information is available on our website, www.bmcc.edu.  A fee of $10.00 is 

charged for each transcript issued.  Transcripts will not be released to students who have outstanding bills or who 

have overdue books or fines owed to the Library. 
 

Academic Probation  

Undergraduate students with a cumulative BMCC GPA below 2.0 will be placed on academic probation for the 

next semester, and a probationary statement will be noted in the studentsô record. A student will be removed from 

academic probation when their cumulative GPA is 2.00 or better.  A student on academic probation must either 

raise their cumulative GPA to at least 2.00 the following semester, or achieve and maintain a current semester GPA 

of 2.00 or better each semester until they are removed from probation.  
 

Transfer of Credits to other Institutions 

Transfer equivalencies differ from institution to institution. Therefore, students who wish to transfer to another 

college or university should plan their course of study accordingly. Although students will be assisted by their 

academic advisors and the Registrar in this process, they must assume responsibility for meeting the requirements 

of the college or university in which they plan to enroll.  
 

Deanôs List 

Bay Mills Community College acknowledges the importance of dedication, determination, and discipline in 

academic endeavors. It awards deserving students who have distinguished themselves by their high scholastic 

achievement. Shortly after the end of each semester, Bay Mills Community College publishes a list of full -time 

students (a minimum of 12 credits completed during the semester) and part-time students (a minimum of 1 up to 11 

credits) who achieved a Grade Point Average of 3.5 or better during the semester. Students on this list have earned 

Deanôs List Honors for full-time and Academic Achievement for part-time. If you have a question about the Deanôs 

List or think there is an error, please contact the registrar's office, at registrar@bmcc.edu.  
 

Graduation Requirements 

Students are expected to make academic progress during their course of study. Students pursuing an associate 

degree, bachelorôs degree, or certificate must complete all courses required in their program and have a 2.00 

cumulative GPA to graduate. Students pursuing a certificate of completion must complete all courses required in 

their program and have a 2.0 GPA in their last semester of attendance. Regarding the inclusion of transfer credit 

from AP courses and other regionally accredited institutions, a maximum of 15 credits for certificate programs, 30 

credits for associate degree programs, and 60 credits for bachelorôs degree programs may be included in the 

graduation requirements. Certificate of completion programs are not eligible for transfer of credit. Courses taken at 

BMCC for CR (credit) grade will be included in the transfer credit totals. Students in bachelorôs or associate degree 

programs who have filed a declaration and fail to complete all courses during the final semester may graduate with 

candidacy status if they have only one course to be completed.  
 

http://www.bmcc.edu/
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Commencement  

Commencement is held annually for degree, certificate, and diploma candidates. A declaration form must be 

completed by the advisor and submitted to the registrar by the third week of the Spring semester. The registrar must 

review and approve that all graduation requirements have been met. Students completing graduation requirements 

at any time during the year may participate in the annual Spring Commencement exercises. Students will receive an 

invitation for the commencement ceremony with further details sent to their student email in March.  

Academic Code of Conduct 

Students are expected to adhere to traditional Native American values such as honesty, truth, and respect while 

attending BMCC.  To do otherwise diminishes the value and integrity of your education and degree from BMCC.  

To protect the worth of your academic achievements, we expect you to avoid cheating, plagiarism, and other forms 

of academic dishonesty, which include, but are not limited to, the following: 

¶ Cheating is the unauthorized copying or sharing of information by any party, by any means, such as verbal, 

electronic, written, and unwritten.  

¶ Plagiarism is unacknowledged use of the ideas, words, and images (print or computer media) of others that 

are not public knowledge whether or not the intent is to present it as oneôs own. 

¶ Academic dishonesty is defined as any acts designed to circumvent the honest and moral completion of an 

individualôs assignment or test and might include unauthorized use of notes, textbooks, and computer 

media during an exam, or threatening or coercing an instructor. 

 

Academic Disciplinary Sanctions 

The faculty member who feels a student has engaged in academic dishonesty will determine the sanction, which 

may include issuing a failing grade for the entire course.  A form will be given to the student explaining the reason 

for the sanction.  If a student has discussed the action with the instructor and feels the sanction is unwarranted, 

he/she may appeal to the Disciplinary Sanction Board.  Serious offenses may be referred to administration, which 

may take independent action including suspension, removal from college, or referral to law enforcement. 

 

Academic Grievance 

Academic grievances are disagreements between the student and instructor concerning assignments, grades, 

personal conflicts in the classroom, etc. Whenever a problem arises, all attempts should be made to resolve the 

issue informally. If such discussions fail to resolve the issue, the student has the right to file a formal grievance.  

Refer to the BMCC Student Handbook for the proper procedure. 

 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 

When a student turns 18 years old or enters a postsecondary institution at any age, all rights afforded to the parent 

under FERPA transfer to the student. However, FERPA provides ways in which a school may ï but is not required 

to ï share information from an eligible studentôs education records with parents, without the studentôs consent. For 

example: 

¶ Schools may disclose education records to parents if the student is claimed as a dependent for tax purposes. 

¶ Schools may disclose education records to parents if a health or safety emergency involves their son or 

daughter. 

¶ Schools may inform parents of the student, if he or she is under the age 21 and has violated any law or 

policy concerning the use or possession of alcohol or a controlled substance. 

¶ A school official may generally share with a parent, information that is based on that officialôs personal 

knowledge or observation of the student. 

 

International Students Not Accepted for Enrollment 

BMCC was chartered by the Bay Mills Indian Community in 1984 under the regulations promulgated to implement 

the Tribally Controlled Community College Assistance Act of 1978.  A condition of eligibility found in these 

regulations is that the college must maintain a majority of Native American students if in operation more than a 

year.  BMCC grants preference to those non-tribal students from the Eastern Upper Peninsula of Michigan and 

those employed by any U.S. Federally Recognized Tribe. 
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BOOKSTORE 
 

Selecting and ordering textbooks is done completely online at the BMCC Online Bookstore. 

You are responsible to pay for your books at the time of purchase unless you qualify for a financial aid charge 

approval. To qualify, you must have reviewed and accepted your financial aid package through student records 

prior to the start of classes. Any student who has excess aid after the cost of tuition and fees will automatically 

receive a Financial Aid Voucher once they have accepted their award. Financial Aid Vouchers will appear as a 

method of payment for course required materials in the BMCC Online Bookstore two weeks prior to the first day of 

class. Please email the Financial Aid Office at financialaid@bmcc.edu with any financial aid questions that you 

may have. 
 

STUDENT BILLING  
 

Tuition and Fees 

 Tuition (Full and Part-Time) 

 100-200 Level Courses, tuition per credit hour    $95.00 

 300-400 Level Courses, tuition per credit hour  $285.00 

 Student Fees (Full and Part-Time) 

 Registration fee per semester      $30.00 

 Technology fee per semester      $20.00 

 Fee per credit hour       $10.00 

 Lab fee per science course, on campus only    $20.00 

 Addition al Fees for Online Courses 

 Distance Learning fee per online credit hour    $20.00 

 Other Fees 

 Departmental examination fee per exam     $50.00 

 Transcript fee      $10.00 

 Return check fee (for non-sufficient funds)    $20.00 

 Some programs and/or courses have additional or special fees to support the courses.  

 Tuition and fees are subject to change. 

Tuition Refund Policy 

Students will receive a full refund of tuition and fees if a course is officially dropped within the 

following time frame:  

¶ 15 and 16-week courses, regular semester course - first ten business days 

¶ 8-week course - first five business days 

¶ 6-week course - first four business days 

¶ 4-week course - first two business days 

¶ 2-week course or less - one business day 

Exceptions may be made when warranted by unusual circumstances.  

Billing Statement and Due Dates 

Your billing statement will be available electronically by accessing your account online through Student Records at 

 www.bmcc.edu.  No statements will be mailed unless requested. 

All student bills are expected to be paid in full within five business days from the beginning of the semester. If you 

have a complete financial aid file prior to the beginning of the semester, financial aid will be applied to your 

account. Any remaining balance that financial aid does not cover is the responsibility of the student. If you do not 

have a complete financial aid file before the semester begins, you may still apply for financial aid during the 

semester you are enrolled; however, you will be required to pay the full cost of your bill by the due date. If you are 

eligible for financial aid, refund checks will be issued during the semester for any excess aid. 

https://bmcc.textbookx.com/institutional/index.php
mailto:financialaid@bmcc.edu
http://www.bmcc.edu/
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BMCC offers a payment plan to help you pay tuition and fees over the current semester. Your outstanding balance 

will be divided into three equal monthly payments. The first payment is due within five business days from the 

beginning of the semester. Please contact the Student Billing Assistant before the beginning of the semester to setup 

a payment plan.  If you fail to pay the balance in full or setup a payment plan within five business days from the 

beginning of the semester, your account is delinquent and will be referred to a court or outside collection agency 

after 30 days.  

Please note that a business hold will be placed on your student account until the balance is paid in full. This hold 

will prohibit a student from early enrollment in the next semesterôs courses and access to other records, such as 

transcripts.  Students who have not paid in full OR have a payment arrangement plan signed within five business 

days from the beginning of the semester will lose their online access immediately and may be dropped from classes. 

Payment Options 

You may pay in U.S. funds with cash (in person only), personal check, money order, Discover, MasterCard, or 

VISA. You may make a credit card payment directly on your student account by using our secure online payment 

system located on our website at www.bmcc.edu. Checks should be made payable to Bay Mills Community 

College. Mail payments to Bay Mills Community College, Attn: Cashier, 12214 West Lakeshore Drive, Brimley, 

MI  49715. 

There will be a 3% foreign transaction fee added to the studentôs account for any check received in Canadian funds. 

 A $20.00 service fee is charged for insufficient fund accounts.  

Refund Checks 

If a student pays for a course and it is dropped or cancelled, for a full refund of tuition and fees, the student must 

contact the Accounting Office to receive a refund.  Students who pay with cash, check, or money order are issued a 

BMCC refund check that is mailed to the studentôs address on file.  Students who pay online using their credit card 

will receive a refund to the credit card that was used to make the payment.   

Financial Holds 

The college will not issue transcripts and reserves the right to withhold grades, diplomas, and deny subsequent 

registration to any student whose account has an outstanding balance.  

Delinquent Accounts 

Accounts that are 30 days past due will be referred to a court or outside agency for collection.  

If you have arranged a payment plan with the Student Billing Assistant, your account is not delinquent unless you 

fail to make your prearranged payments. If you miss one payment by more than five business days with no 

communication to the Student Billing Assistant, your account will be referred to a court or outside agency for 

collection. 

The student is responsible for paying all charges due to the college as well as all collection agency or legal fees 

incurred to collect the delinquent account, which may exceed 50% of the original amount owed.  Please contact us 

if you are having trouble meeting your financial obligations. We want to work with you so we do not have to take 

collection action. 

FINANCIAL AID  
 

Financial Aid 

Bay Mills Community College offers a variety of federal, state, and local scholarships, grants, and work study 

opportunities. Many students are eligible for financial aid and should apply to find out what financial aid may be 

available.  Most financial aid is based on need and is intended to assist students whose families cannot pay all, or 

perhaps any, of the college costs. The difference between what it costs to attend BMCC and what a student and 

his/her parents can reasonably contribute is considered the student's unmet need. 

http://www.bmcc.edu/
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Types of Financial Assistance 

BMCC offers three types of financial aid:  

¶ Scholarships: Non-repayable money, usually based on academic performance and/or 

demonstrated financial need.  

¶ Grants:  Non-repayable money, usually based upon demonstrated financial need.  

¶ College Work-Study:  Part-time work during the school year and evidence of financial 

need is usually a requirement. 

These types of assistance are often combined to form a financial aid ñpackageò.  The ñpackageò is designed to 

make up any difference between the school expenses and the expected family contribution. In the packaging 

process, each eligible student may receive scholarship and/or grant aid, as well as work-study funds. 

Apply for FAFSA 

To apply for federal and state financial aid, you will need to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) at https://fafsa.ed.gov/.  The school code for Bay Mills Community College is 030666. 

You should start by applying for an FSA ID (user name and password) through the U.S. Department of Education.  

It is important to understand that the student and the parent may not share an FSA ID: your FSA ID is your 

signature, so it has to be unique to you. If you are a parent of a dependent student, you will need your own FSA ID 

if you want to sign your childôs FAFSA form electronically. If you have more than one child attending college, you 

can use the same FSA ID to sign all applications, but each child must have his or her own. 

Next, you will need to gather the documents needed to complete your FAFSA. Typically, these documents include 

your social security number, alien registration number (if you are not a U.S. citizen), your federal income tax 

returns (Note: you may be able to transfer your federal tax return information using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool), 

W-2s and other records of money earned, bank statements and records of investments (if applicable), records of 

untaxed income (if applicable), and an FSA ID to sign electronically. If you are a dependent student, then you will 

also need most of the above information for your parent(s). 

When to Apply ï Financial Aid Deadline 

Donôt delay applying for aid. Completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid early will help you avoid 

missing deadlines, thereby maximizing the amount of aid for which you are eligible. The FAFSA can be filed as 

soon as October 1st of the studentôs senior year in high school and each subsequent year in college. BMCC highly 

recommends completing your application as soon as possible so that students meet the State of Michiganôs March 

1st state aid deadline. This deadline is for new and returning students. If you have other sources of financial aid, 

such as a direct pay by your Tribe or employer, please submit a copy of the documentation to the Financial Aid 

Office by August 1st of each year. 

If you do not have a complete financial aid file prior to the start of the semester, you may still apply for financial 

aid during the semester you are enrolled; however, you will be required to pay for your books at the time of 

purchase. You will also be required to pay in full or setup a payment plan with the Student Billing Assistant for the 

cost of tuition and fees within five business days upon the start of the semester. If you are eligible for financial aid, 

refund checks will be issued during the semester for any excess financial aid. 

Financial Aid Eligibility  

The Federal Government has determined that financial aid will be made available only to those students who have 

received a high school diploma or earned a GED.  In order to be eligible for financial aid, a student must: 

¶ Be a U.S. citizen or "eligible non-citizen"  

¶ Be accepted for admission to BMCC 

¶ Complete the FAFSA and submit all required documentation for the financial aid file 

¶ Be enrolled for the minimum number of credit hours needed to fulfill program requirements 

¶ Maintain satisfactory academic progress 

¶ Register with Selective Service, if required by law 

¶ Not be in default on any Title IV loan or Title IV grant received at any institution 

¶ Complete the Anti-Drug Abuse Certification Statement 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/
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Financial Aid Disbursement Dates/Refund Checks  

If you qualify for financial aid, we will apply the financial aid to your college bill first and if your financial aid is 

greater than your bill, you are eligible for a refund.  Financial aid refunds from the Pell grant are disbursed in three 

payments over the course of the semester.  If you receive other types of financial aid, it will be disbursed on the 

closest refund date.  Please refer to the Financial Aid Disbursement Date schedule at www.bmcc.edu.   

Pell Grant Attendance Requirement  

BMCC is required to check attendance regularly as part of the Pell grant requirements. If you do not attend your 

classes, your Pell grant will be adjusted and you will receive a smaller financial aid refund check or you may have 

to pay back a portion of your Pell grant.  

Federal Pell Grant Lifetime Eligibility 

Students are limited to 12 semesters (six years) of Pell grant eligibility during their lifetime.  This regulation affects 

all students regardless of when or where they received their first Pell grant.  For example, if  you received a full time 

Pell grant for 6 semesters (three years) at BMCC, you would be limited to 6 semesters (three years) at another 

college or university. 

The U.S. Department of Education is tracking your lifetime eligibility percentage. Since the maximum amount of 

Pell grant funding a student can receive each year is equal to 100%, the six year equivalent is 600%. For example, 

if you received a full time Pell grant for two semesters, you used 100% for that year. In the next year, if you enroll 

at three-quarter time for two semesters, you used 75% for that year.  Together, you would have used 175% out of 

the total 600% lifetime limit. You can determine how much Pell you have used and what you have remaining at 

www.studentaid.ed.gov or by contacting BMCCôs Financial Aid Office. 

In certain situations, an eligible student can receive up to 150% of his or her scheduled Pell Grant award for an 

award year.  For example, if you are eligible for a $2,000 Pell Grant for the award year, and are enrolled full-time 

for both the fall and spring semesters, youôll likely receive $1,000 in the fall and $1,000 in the spring. However, 

under certain circumstances, you may be eligible to receive an additional $1,000 in the summer semester (resulting 

in your receiving 150% of your original award). You might hear this situation being referred to as ñyear-round 

Pellò. For more information contact BMCCôs Financial Aid Office. 

You must plan now for your future, especially if you intend to transfer to a four year college and pursue a 

bachelorôs degree. Complete your classes and stay on track with your academic plan to attain your associate and 

bachelorôs degrees within the six year lifetime limit!  

Return of Financial Aid for College Withdrawal or All Fôs 

When you receive a Pell grant or Federal Supplemental Opportunity grant to attend Bay Mills Community College, 

you are agreeing to complete courses covered by your financial aid. According to Department of Education 

regulations, if you withdraw or stop attending all classes prior to completing more than 60% of a semester, your aid 

will be recalculated based on the percent of the semester you have completed. For example, if you received a 

$1,000 award and only completed 30% of the semester, you would need to pay back $700. 

If you received Fôs in all of your classes, the U.S. Department of Education requires a recalculation of your 

financial aid based on the last date you attended.  For example, if you stopped attending classes after receiving your 

financial aid refund check and get all Fôs, you may have to pay back a substantial amount because you did not earn 

your Pell award. 

If you are thinking about withdrawing from all of your classes or decide to stop attending classes, please contact the 

Financial Aid Office to determine how this will affect your financial aid and possible repayment. 

http://www.bmcc.edu/
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/
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Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy 

Federal law requires all students who receive federal financial aid to make Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 

toward their degree. The intent of this policy is to ensure that students who are receiving federal financial aid are 

making measurable academic progress toward completion of an eligible academic program in a reasonable period 

of time. This will be evaluated at the end of each semester.  At that time, the Financial Aid Office will review the 

studentôs transcript to determine if the student is in compliance with the following requirements: 

¶ Credit Hours    Students must earn at least 67 percent of the credit hours, which they attempt at BMCC on 

a cumulative basis. Students who fail to meet this requirement will be put on a SAP warning for their next 

semester of attendance. Students put on warning will be notified in writing of their status and informed of 

the deficiency requiring correction. Eligibility for financial aid will be suspended if the deficiency is not 

corrected by the end of the next semester of attendance. 

¶ Grade Point Average (GPA)    Undergraduate students with a cumulative BMCC GPA below 2.0 will be 

placed on academic warning.  Students put on SAP warning will be notified in writing of their status and 

informed of the deficiency requiring correction to be removed from SAP warning.  Students on SAP 

warning are eligible for financial aid; however, those students on SAP warning who fail to raise their GPA 

to the minimum 2.0 level after the semester of SAP warning will be placed on financial aid suspension. 

Students on SAP suspension are not eligible for federally sponsored financial aid programs. Transfer 

credits will not be considered in the cumulative BMCC GPA calculation. 

Please contact the Financial Aid Office to obtain a copy of the entire Satisfactory Academic Progress policy.  

Maximum Credit Hours 

Students are limited to receiving federal financial aid for up to 150 percent of the number of credits required for 

their program of study. For example, if your associate degree requires 66 credits, you can obtain financial aid for up 

to 99 credit hours (66 x 150%) provided that you maintain satisfactory academic progress.  

Right to Appeal Financial Aid Suspension 

If your unsatisfactory progress was due to extenuating circumstances, you must appeal your Financial Aid 

Suspension within ten business days of the date on the notification letter. You must submit your appeal in writing to 

the Director of Financial Aid stating the reason for your unsatisfactory progress and in what way the situation has 

now been rectified, while attaching any appropriate documentation to your letter. 

Omnibus Drug Initiative Act 

All students receiving federal financial aid are required to certify that they will not engage in the unlawful 

manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled substance while a student at BMCC. This 

act gives courts the authority to suspend eligibility for federal student financial aid when sentencing a student who 

has been convicted of a drug-related offense. 

Grants and Scholarship Opportunities 

The following discussion is not a complete list of the types of grants and scholarships that are available. Please 

contact the Financial Aid Director to obtain additional information.  

Federal Pell Grant Program 

The Federal Pell Grant Program is a student aid program designed to provide undergraduate students with a base of 

financial aid to help meet the costs of attending college. The Federal Pell Grant is also the foundation from which 

all other student financial aid (federal, state, institutional, and private) is built. Eligibility for Pell is determined 

from the FAFSA application. 

American Indian College Fund (AICF) 

The American Indian College Fund scholarships and grants are an integral part of the financial aid package at Bay 

Mills Community College. The Financial Aid Office posts information regarding the AICF Grants/Scholarships at 

the beginning of each semester and the student is responsible for filling out the application online. 
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Tribal Support Programs and the Indian Higher Education Program 

Financial assistance for tribal members wishing to pursue post-secondary education or vocational training is 

available through individual tribal education departments.  To apply, contact your tribal education director for an 

application and program guidelines.  
 

Work Study Program 

The purpose of the work study program is to make available part-time employment opportunities for students who 

have demonstrated financial need and who are eligible for financial aid. Students at BMCC must apply through the 

Human Resources Department. To determine if a student qualifies for work study, financial aid eligibility and work 

ability are evaluated. Students may be required to re-apply for work study programs each semester as actual 

employment is based upon funding available. Applications are available on campus and online at www.BMCC.edu.  
 

Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants 

The purpose of the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant is to provide grants to students with 

severe financial needs to help pay for their post-secondary education. It is for undergraduates only and it does not 

have to be paid back. The minimum award is $100. To qualify for these grant funds, students must be eligible to 

receive a Federal Pell Grant. 
 

Michigan Works 

Under the provision of Michigan Works, sometimes there may be federal and state funding available to provide 

financial assistance for classroom training to eligible residents of Chippewa, Luce, and Mackinac Counties. The 

purpose of Michigan Works is to prepare the student for immediate employment upon completion of training. 

Because eligibility requirements vary, students must contact MI Works to explore available programs.  

 

 

Board of Regents Tuition Award 
 

 

The Board of Regents (BOR) Award WAIVES TUITION  costs for all students admitted to BMCC who 

meet the following guidelines: 
 

1. Must be a TRIB AL MEMBER  of a U.S. Federally Recognized Tribe and submit a copy of your 

tribal I.D. or verif ication of tribal membership from your Tribal Enrollment Clerk. 

2. Must maintain a minimum 2.0 GRADE POINT AVERAGE . 

3. Students must display GOOD MORAL CHAR ACTER  to remain eligible (the BMCC Student 

Handbook defines acceptable student behavior). 

 

Any student currently earning below a 2.0 cumulative GPA at the end of the academic year will be placed on 

probation and have one academic year to bring their GPA up to a 2.0. If the student fails to achieve a 2.0 

during the probationary period, they will not become eligible until their cumulative GPA is brought up to the 

2.0 requirement. 

 

Students granted the BOR waiver will still be required to cover other costs, such as textbooks and fees. 

http://www.bmcc.edu/
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STUDENT SERVICES 

Bay Mills Community College provides a number of student services designed to assist students to succeed in a 

college environment.  The student services staff is available to assist students in achieving their academic and 

career goals and personal/cultural development.   

Student Success Center 

The Student Success Center (SSC) offers one-on-one assistance online and on campus to help students plan for and 

achieve their academic and career goals.  The SSCôs goal is to provide students with the knowledge, skills, and self-

awareness that is necessary to achieve success in college and in life.  The center offers a number of programs, 

resources, and services to all students:   
 

 

 

 

Disability Services 

BMCC is committed to accommodating persons with disabilities.  The College adheres to the standards and 

guidelines set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Students with documented disabilities must contact the 

Disability Services Office to receive assistance and accommodations.  In addition, BMCC contracts with Michigan 

Rehabilitation Services to provide a broader range of services.  The BMCC campus is barrier free with accessible 

entrances and exits, and handicap accessible parking is available and clearly identified. 

TRiO Student Support Services (SSS) Program 

The TRiO Student Support Services (SSS) Program is a federally funded program that offers academic support 

services and individualized resources to eligible students each year.  The program is designed to provide services 

that will assist eligible students to achieve academic success, complete their educational program at BMCC, and 

successfully transfer to a 4-year institution.  Services available to TRiO-SSS participants are: 

¶ One-on-one advising 

¶ FAFSA assistance 

¶ Disability services and referrals 

¶ Professional and peer tutoring 

¶ Peer mentoring 

¶ Transfer & university application assistance  

¶ Professional and peer tutoring 

¶ Academic success planning 

¶ Career planning 

¶ Early Alert Referral System (EARS) 

¶ Proctoring for tests 

¶ New Student Advising 

¶ Laptop and computer lending program 
 

All students are welcome and encouraged to stop by and 

explore the opportunities that are available to them while a 

student at BMCC. To learn more about the Student Success 

Center go to www.bmcc.edu/student-services/student-success-

center  
 

Cultural Services 

BMCC promotes the preservation of the culture, traditions, 

lifeways, language, history, and customs of Native Americans 

with emphasis on the Anishinaabe people of the Great Lakes. 

 Along with a wide variety of courses in Native American 

studies and language, the BMCC Cultural Services Director 

offers assistance to students and community members who 

would like more information about Native culture for their 

coursework and/or for personal interest.   


